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Joe Doherty’s  Question:  Don Cheech, Where does natural cork come from? I heard there's a shortage and I have seen a 
lot of synthetic corks lately. What are the synthetic corks made of and how will they affect my wine? 
 
Don Cheech’s Answer:   Most of the world's natural wine corks come from Portugal. They have the trees there that 
provide the best cork product. I've heard that once a cork tree has been manipulated to the point that not one more 
cork can be produced it takes 7 years for the tree to replenish it's skin to where it can provide cork again.  We at 
Longview Vineyard have for a long time done our part for the environment by using a type of synthetic cork and 
we have found that it perform as well or better than natural cork.  Not to mention “ it’s cheaper!” .  
 
For more info on this topic visit the following websites: 
http://www.winespectator.com/Wine/Archives/Show_Article/0,1275,3256,00.html  
http://www.winespectator.com/Wine/Main/Feature_Basic_Template/0,1197,621,00. html  
http://www.winespectator.com/Wine/Daily/News/0,1145,2185,00.html  

 

� ��� ��� ��� �� ���� � � ��� � ��� � ��� � ��� � � �� � � �� � � �� � � � �������������������� �����������	 
 � � 
 �� ������������	 
 � � 
 �� ������������	 
 � � 
 �� ������������	 
 � � 
 �� � ����

�
� � � � � � � �� 	
 � � � �	� �� �
 � � �� � 
 � � �� �� � �� � 
 ��� � � �� 	���
 � � 	� � ��	� � �� � �� � �� �� � � �� � � 	� 	� � �� � � 
 �� � 		
 � �� 
 �� � �

� � 
 � ��� 
 � �� � �
 � � � � � �� � � 
 �
 	� � �� � �	
 �� 
 � ���� � � � �� � � 	� � �� 	���
 � �� � � �� � �� ���� � � 
 � � 	
 � ��� 
 � �� � � � ��� � � � ! �� � � � 	� 	�
� � ��� ����
�
CLOTHING CHECK LIST 
Lots of layers. Hat. Good gloves or glove liners with average gloves. Wicking inner socks and long johns are a 
plus. A neoprene "diaper" and breathing bag are good additions on wet days. See Hank for details. Goggles, 
neck warmer and charcoal hand warmer packs add to your comfort.  
 
HELMETS 
There are two schools of thought about Brain Buckets. See the great article in the most recent Snow Drifts. 
Hank wears one and both our kids do too. No, they will not save you from a 40 mph crash head first into a 
steel lift pole. But they may help protect you in a less dramatic tussle. Compare Sonny Bono's unfortunate re-
sult with the happier one of former Congressman Frank Lautenberg. 
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