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Matt Sabia Jr .’s Question:  Uncle Cheech,  I recently took this real uppity, but cute, chick out to dinner.  About 
halfway through the meal she makes some comment that the wine "really opened up".  I told her, “of course it’s 
opened up” .  What the heck was she talking about???  How else could we be drinking the bottle of wine if it was-
n’ t opened up??   
 
Don Cheech’s Answer:   Matthew, my young nephew, you need to spend more time with the family and less 
time with the Metagon!  Some wines often "open up" -- or show their flavors and aromas better -- after being ex-
posed to air (also known as letting them "breathe"). But exposure to oxygen can also damage a wine, oxidizing it 
so that it loses its freshness. Very old and delicate wines can be robbed of their flavors soon after opening, while 
it might take a week for a very young, very tannic red or a powerful Port to fade.  
There©s no conclusive scientific evidence on how much exposure to air may be beneficial. It largely depends on 
the makeup of the individual wine and your personal taste. We at Longview Vineyards generally like to taste 
wines as every stage of flavor develops in the glass, even though we generally will have a bottle completely 
drunk inside of three minutes of its opening.  
 
To have your questions regarding wine answered, please email them to Don Cheech c/o the WisSki News editor 
at cliffsharpe@comcast.net. 
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Caesy Elisabeth “at 17 months the youngest skier on the hill in 03 
Jane in Canada 02 
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  Our Annual Family Sutton Trip  by Jack Oppenheimer 

Female Members of the club manicure the 
slope with deft hands to smooth surface 

Male Members of the club climb a pole to 
hook up rope tow at beginning of season 
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If this picture is pre-1960, what are Tommy Schindler and Mike Wargo doing climbing up the pole??? 
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A.   Sutton Dur ing Chr istmas 
B.   Steepest, Deepest, Cheapest 
C.   Skiing Dining Chilling 
D.   Stick Donald (with the) Check 
E.   All of the above 

 
A.  Sutton Dur ing Chr istmas   
Five Wiski families (Sabias, Sabia/Minetolas, Broomans, Barrets and Oppenheimers) trekked north to ski Quebec for the Christmas 
break.  10 adults and 19 yoots spent the week between Christmas and New Years experiencing the deep snow and warm French Cana-
dian hospitality that is Mont Sutton.  For all but Shannon Sabia the trip was at least their second visit to Sutton.  Many veterans boasted 
their third, fourth, fifth or even sixth visit, testament to the lure of this great ski destination.   
 
Mt. Sutton shares the “Lake Champlain Snow Effect”  with Jay Peak, Vermont’s northern most ski area.  By our arrival on 12-26-03 
both mountains had been dumped with 200 cm of the white stuff (8 feet for you Yanks!)  Saturday and Sunday we enjoyed all 53 of 
Sutton’s trails in unseasonable 50 degree warm sunshine.  Even Jake had to peel off a layer or two!  Monday, another beautiful day in 
the 60’s, Jay Peak’s 77 trails, 60 skier tram, and unbelievable glades were the source of our smiles.  All present agreed these were our 
best three ski days in a row ever.  Tuesday’s rain provided a much needed excuse to rest tired muscles for some, and eliminate the al-
ready small lift lines for the yoots and young at heart who skied the “Giant Slurpee” .  Sutton’s grooming fleet and a few more inches of 
snow provided a hard granular surface for the New Years Eve and New Years Day drop in mercury to the 20’s.  All in all, a great week. 
 
B.  Steepest Deepest Cheapest 
This slogan, seen on a jacket by Donald and I at Jay Peak, epitomizes what this trip is all about.  All who ski (or do anything) with 
Donald know the only thing he parts with harder than cash is praise, so Monday at Jay Peak when I heard him stutter… “ah, I mean ah, 
you know  Paul, I believe ah, today was even better than ah, yesterday”… I knew it was good.  Steep skiing in the trees is what both 
mountains are about.  December’s local snow fall – 8 feet.  4 Day adult lift ticket at Sutton - $145 Canadian ($28/day US), 4 day kid’s 
ticket $82 Canadian ($16 US).  Steepest Deepest Cheapest: you make the call. 
 
C.  Skiing Dining Chilling 
The three ingredients for my perfect winter break, and this Sutton trip offers an abundance of all three.  Great glade skiing for all abili-
ties, good food enjoyed in or out, and time and space to unwind with good friends and family.  Our Sutton gang knows how to make a 
family ski trip fun.  Everybody has somebody!  On the slopes, in the lodge, at the condo, or out on the town, the kids keep getting better 
at enjoying each other’s company and letting their parents enjoy each other’s company.  
 
D.  Stick Donald (with the) Check 
Never happen. 
 
E.  All of the Above 
Definitely  
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Here’s a quick summary without every important name that should be mentioned and thanked.  More details 
and names will follow in the next issues.  Special thanks at this stage to Mike and Ann Sabia, Shirley and Conrad 
Knerr, Bud Gilbert* , Irene Block, Rose and Jerry Beaudry, Jerry Nothman, Owen Williams, Don  and Wally Barrie.  
An asterisk*  notes that an individual is deceased.   

Several area residents from Logan, Germantown, Mount Airy, Chestnut Hill and Delaware County, some of 
whom had just come back from World War Two, were recruited in 1945 by Joe Poley*  and Martin J. Wilburger* , to 
form a club to promote Alpine Skiing.  Some of these people had trained in Military Ski Divisions.   

The Club met at first in Germantown at the YMCA, then at the Delmar-Morris Apartment Building (near 
Chelten and Wissahickon Avenues) and still later at a place called the “Old Anchorage”  on Kelly Drive as Mr. 
Wilburger (by then the proprietor of a successful ski shop on Wagner Avenue in the Logan Section) continued to 
build a local following to enjoy ski activities in the Poconos, New York and Vermont. 

By the early 50’s, membership was swelling and interest in a local ski venue grew.  Excess farm acreage was 
first leased from Mrs. Smith [a Houston Estate/Andorra area heiress] and the brush and stump clearing began.  Nar-
row trails (all were named) were cut first.  The first lift, a rope tow, was powered by a used Model T Ford engine lo-
cated halfway up the hill.  Glycol anti-freeze was so expensive due to military needs that the engine was filled with 
plain water for each day of use and was drained every night to prevent freeze damage.  Later, a re-bored Graham 
Paige engine salvaged from a racetrack was installed at the bottom of the hill in a dual function engine room/
warming shed.   

In the late 50’s the land was purchased and the present base lodge was later designed with the input of local 
architect Treat Arnold and others.  Bud Gilbert* , Owen Wiliams and friends scoured the landscape for retired utility 
poles to lengthen the lift line and to start night lighting.  Member and PECO lineman Ed Yuengling strung new 
wires to power lights donated by Owen Williams.  Member Bill Franks, an engineer at a Conshohocken Mill, do-
nated the electric motor which replaced the second gas drive engine.   Other early contributors and leaders included 
Bill Taccalozzi, Bill Mellet, Bob Turner, Ed Golden, Hugh Boyd* , Mike Sabia, Vince Brady*  and local attorney 
Mort Sablosky*  who helped with our incorporation.   

Owen Williams, with friends from the electric company’s boiler division, conceived and built the famous 
fire bowl and telescoping hood as well as the open grate stair treads.  Hugh Boyd*  and Hiram MacIntosh*  assisted 
continuously with trail clearing/driveway plowing and youth/off season activities, respectively.  Many couples met 
at or through the ski area’s activities. 

A decline in the late 70’s led former presidents Gordon Barrie* , Vince Brady*  and Bud Gilbert*  to lay the 
ground work for the long-range plan which resulted in the area you see today. 

 
Next issue:  Who were some of the Founders and Stewards and where did they ski other than here?  Why did 

they get to test Howard Head’s new metal skis?   
 
Next issue after that:  Mike Sabia’s insightful plan of the early 80’s to reinvigorate Conshohocken’s first, 

tallest, longest operating and best ski area. 
 
Next Next Next:  How President Ford responded to Wally Barrie’s invitation to come ski with us, and who 

met their spouse at the Hill?   
 
If we have reported something inaccurately, we apologize.  Please direct your additional historical input to 

us at mdelacato@aol.com or call Hank at 215-446-6255 so that we can get it all correct – a bit of a challenge – since 
we weren’ t born when all the initial events started to unfold. 

 
Happy New Year!  See you on the Slopes!!   
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Ski Report from Lake Gaston, NC. 
Date - January 1, 2004 

Conditions – calm, sunny and clear 
Water Temperature –48   

Temperature – 60 degrees 
Skier- Tiger Maguire 

 
The 14th annual Lake Gaston New Year’s Day ski is 

now history. 
The tradition started over 20 years ago on the Schuylkill 

River and was moved south in 1990.  The year the 
Schuylkill River was frozen a snow ski took the place 

of the water ski and a Bronco the place of the  
MasterCraft.   

 
You might have guessed this idea was hatched at a New 
Years Eve party – over the years a dry suit has replaced 

a wet suit but the water is still cold. 

Our Treasurer “Tiger”  on January 1, 2004 
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