
 

 

 

265 Barren Hill Road, Conshohocken, PA 19428 
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President: Cliff Sharpe 
Vice-Pres.: Matt Sabia, Jr. 
Treasurer: Tiger Maguire 
R. Secretary: Rick Clifford 
C. Secretary: Kim Minetola 
 
Newsletter Editors:   
James DelBuono & Oscar Delbuono 
Phone number at the hill:  610-834-0626 
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The Wissahickon Ski Club invites its members to cel ebrate the holidays in style at the annual  
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When:  December 7th, 7:00 - 11:00pm,   Where:  Plym outh Country Club,   
Cost:  $40.00 per person 

 

 The Social Committee will need an accurate count of those attending by Friday, November 30th.   
Please RSVP and send your ticket money in by then.  Checks may be made out to Wissahickon Ski Club 

and mailed to Sharpe @ 2 River Road, Conshohocken PA 19428. 
Your drink ticket will be given to you at the door. Tickets include hors d'oeuvres and one free drink.  

Cash bar available throughout the evening.  
 

 In our continued efforts to support the community, we are asking all members to bring one unwrapped toy to the holiday party 
in support of the Colonial Neighborhood Council's Toy Drive.  The Council is always looking for toys more appropriate for older 

children so think of them as you make your selection.   
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To give a brief update from last month.  The workday really went well.  Thanks to everyone for coming out especially 
those who helped me finish up the deck.  Boy does the deck look good.  Maybe one day the fireplace will get done. The 
Wine & Cheese Social was great fun.  As always, Cindy, Kim, Cathy, Carol, Tosha, Trina, Sharon, Susan and Jessica 
put on a first class party.  And we had a great turn out for the fall bonfire and happy hour.  This was an exceptionally 
fun time for the whole family.  If you count the kids, there were about 110 people at the event.  If you missed any of 
these festivities, too bad for you!   
 
Since the last newsletter came out I have been getting a tremendous amount of emails sent to me at  
wisski-editor@wissahickonskiclub.org.  Some of the emails have been positive and some have been, let’s say, less than 
positive.  In any case, your input is appreciated and I will do my best to listen and act on your comments.  So keep them 
coming.  Below I have put a sample of some of the comments (unedited) that I have received. 
 
· Awesome Newsletter!  never knew Oscar could spell let alone master graphics. (Tom Gale) 
 
·  Nice Newsletter Jimmy, but do you think you could talk more about Flocco’s instead of that roofing business. 

Thanks.  Good Job, (Debbie Flocco) 
 
·  Great job Jimmy and all who contributed!  You have proven yourself to not only be great looking and powerful 

man, but also a wonderful writer.   (Kathy Wargo)  
 
·  THANKS, THANKS, THANKS. I thoroughly enjoyed reading the newsletter.  Just one question, do you know a reli-

able roofer? (Trina) 
 
·  Jimmy, Your editorial column was excellent.  I didn't realize Cliff was a lazy bum and such a lousy carpenter.  By 

the way, stop by and take a look at our rubber roof.  But don't bring the blow torches.  (N Sabia) 
 
·  Please remove me from your mailing list, I have no idea where this came from and it is a waste of your time and 

mine to continue sending me e-mails.  I’m sick of this!  (Nancy Williamson) 
 
· Great work getting the newsletter back into circulation, it has been great to hear what has been going on with the 

younger members. (John Barrett) 
 
·  Jimmy, Great job not only on the newsletter but also getting the deck completed.  Maybe the slow-pokes that are 

supposed to be working on the new fireplace can learn a lesson from you.  (Megan Doherty)  
 
· Jimmy, have you seen my five gallon gas can that I had at the swim club?  (Rich Kahney) 
 
· Jimmy, you are by far the best roofer and general contractor in the tri state area if not the country.  I think you 

should share some of the many testimonials that you have received from your satisfied customers.  And don’t think  
you should mention those Flocco’s.  (Diane Simonetti) 

 
· This last newsletter sucked!  The previous guy was much better (anonymous) 
 
As always I appreciate your feedback and keep the emails coming. 
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Get a Free WisSki Tee Shirt 
with every Registered entry in 

the Turkey Trot.   
 
Here how the  WisSki Turkey Trot 
Team looks so far:  Kim M., TJ M, 
Matt M, Noam R, Kevin B, Pam B, 
Cliff S, Jessica S, Noam R, Jayme G, 
Kerri H, Brian H, Ricki Gleaver 
Eisenstein 
 
Please email: 
webmaster@wissahickonskiclub.org 
to let me know that you have regis-
tered so that I can order your shirt. 
 
This is a great event for an even  
better cause.   I hope to see you there. 
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As discussed before, the charity we have decide to focus 
on this year is the Colonial Neighborhood Council.  
The Council supports needy families in Conshohocken 
and Plymouth Whitemarsh  In our continued efforts to 
support this community organization, we are asking all 

members to bring one unwrapped toy to the holiday 
party in support of the Council's Toy Drive.  The Coun-
cil is always looking for toys more appropriate for 
older children so think of them as you make your selec-
tion.  A gift card is always a wonderful option. 
  
Feel free to call me at 610 825 8486 with questions.  
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The deck is done.  Special thanks to Andrew GlenDenning for his design and Jimmy D for overseeing it’s  
completion while Andrew was on his hiatus in South America. 
   
The fireplace is, at best, creeping along.  As I like to stay focused on the 
positive side and not point fingers, I just have to say it’s all Dave Kale’s 
fault that this project is not done yet.  As the lead designer and project 
manager the buck has to stop with him.  Maybe he shouldn’t have used all 
those high priced union Masons.  But other than that I think it should be 
done real soon.    Call me with any questions (610)476-4324.       
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(Anonymous) The club would like to offer a great big thank you to our anonymous member-benefactor for donating the 
rental fee for the Brush-Hog machine we used to cut of the hill.  For those of you who are trying to guess the identity of this 
generous member, I’ll give you a hint.  It was not uncle Donald or “the real Cliff”.  
 
(Kevin Bowe) Picked up and returned the Brush-hog Machine saving the club $200 in delivery fees 
 
(Mike Fink) donated a portable defibrillator for the clubs use during the winter months.   
 
(Cliff Sharpe) Donated $9.57 worth of gasoline to start the bonfire.  But it is rumored the he turned in a receipt for it!  
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Register now at: www.linmark.com 
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We are planning to have a workday on Sunday 11/18, this one should be a lot less hauling, and more work on the lift, so all 
those on the Lift committee should try to attend.  We can take a look at the lift lane and make sure it is clear.  We should prep all 
T-bars.  We will also attempt to clear the clutter from the storage area.  So, if there is anyone who has any materials which they 
have stored in that area, please remove them prior to the clean out.  We will use our collective best judgment on what needs to 
be cleared out.  If anyone has access to a log splitter it's a great time of year to split all of the wood which has accumulated at 
the club, and prep it for the fireplaces.  Also, if the masons have that day open, we can aim for a big push on the fire place if they 
do not have prior commitments.   Call Matt Sabia Jr. w/ any questions (610) 476-4324  

After loosing a bet to Amy on who could ski 
top to bottom faster, Christian Barrie was 

forced to ski the rest of the afternoon naked.   

Long Range Planning Committee Report 
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Once again the annual Wine and Cheese social to kick off the season was a great success.  There was plenty of food and wine 
for all and the music kept the party atmosphere humming.  There were many new faces, which was wonderful see and en-
couraging for the years ahead.  The club has certainly seen a burst of enthusiasm for broadening its membership base and it is 
great to see so many willing parties looking for the opportunity to join.  The Wine and Cheese certainly set the tone for those 
prospective members to see what a great club we are and what a wonderful group of people make up this organization. 
 
 The commemorative wine glasses were once again a great hit raising over $800 for the club, getting the year off to a good 

start.  There are still nine left, so if you are interested please let the webmaster know at, webmaster@wissahickonskiclub.org and we will get 
them to you.  They are $10 a piece. 
 
 The food drive for our partnership for the Colonial Neighborhood Council was also a great success.  We contributed over 100 lbs of non-
perishable food items to the Council to help families in Conshohocken have a more bountiful holiday meal.  The club has certainly taken great 
steps in giving back to the community and it shows our level of commitment to those less fortunate.  Your next opportunity to give will be at 
the Holiday Cocktail Party on December 7 when we will be collecting toys for kids through the Council.  Thank you again for your support. 
 
 It is important to recognize all of those who helped put the party together.  It is clear that a great deal of time and attention went into turning 
our humble club into the great ski lodge, party pavilion it is meant to be.  The deck, roaring fire and soft lighting helped create the atmosphere 
that truly sets this club apart – plus the bathrooms were clean! 
 
 Here’s to a wonderful season….we are off to a great start!,  The Social Committee 

  The Lift Committee is always looking for volunteers.  
By Hank Delacato (Lift Committee Chairman) 

We like to teach, and you are welcome to come learn how it all works. The training is hands on, and takes about two hours. 
We have photos, videos and walking tours.  Our T-Bar is a 1960's model Poma (short for Pomalgowski) made overseas, and 
recycled from a ski area in Connecticut in the early 1980's to replace our original rope tow. 
     T-Bars are used extensively in the race training venues in the high peaks of Europe  where winds can wreak havoc with 
chairs, gondolas, funiculars and trams.  T-Bars are also great for your cardio and large muscle training because you have to 
ski up as well as down the hill. 
      I welcome everyone with an interest in the lift to attend a training session or two and our lift work days which, sometimes 
are intentionally scheduled when other activities are not taking place at the Hill.  We can teach you about operation, trouble-
shooting, safety, etiquette, low and higher voltage electricity, pruning, gravitational forces, friction coefficients, gear reducers, 
zerk fittings, painting, splices, safety systems, counter-weights, pulley systems, non-petroleum lubricants and more.  (I expect 
that few stayed awake long enough to read the last line.) But seriously, we use boiled linseed oil, not raw linseed oil and not 
castor oil.  All the new big chair and gondola cables have a special rust inhibitor coating like galvanizing, so they don't need 
the special lube. Our recipe keeps the cable strands water proof, lubricated, and unlike petroleum based oils, will not degrade 
the rubber liners which cushion the cable as it runs around all the pulleys.  Those black liners which you hear going screech-
screech-screech in cold weather are called sheave liners in the trade. 
      Just think how cool it would be to win a tavern trivia contest because of your knowledge of cables, lubes, sheave lin-
ers  and splices!  Anyway, please pitch in so we have plenty of trained operators available to keep the T's running safely.  
     It is required, by the authorities which have jurisdiction over elevators and ski lifts in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
and it is a great way to contribute to the operation of the Club. 
     It always seems that the bulk of the experienced operators are away in Europe or New England when the home slopes get 
slippery.  We can always also use  carpenters and artists to build and paint new T-boards.  I hesitate to say "seats", because 
you can't really sit on them.  And,  the number one reason to join us is that Ski Lift Operators are repeatedly rated sec-
ond  among the sexiest and most attractive resort employees within the industry. Ski Lift Mechanics and Groomers are tied 
for first.  So come on out, and get involved.  See you soon and thanks for volunteering. 
 
     Hank Delacato  a/k/a.  Captain Safety. 
      You can e-mail me at cdelacato@gibbonslaw.com. 
         T-Bar lift work days and lift training sessions will be web-cast in the next 30 days,  
    so check the WSC Website often and............think Snow!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
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The Wissahickon Ski Club has joined with the Mountain Boarding Society of Canada (in conjunction with IMRA) to 
develop a program that would enable us to participate in future events and develop our own East coast program and 
become a certified member of this national organization.  Mountain Boarding is the fastest growing sport in Canada 
and is rapidly being developed in the North West United States and New England areas.  
Our objectives are as follows: 
  
1. Engineer and design a course which is MBS approved 
2. Construct said course 
3. Begin training and developing our young members for future events 
4. Participate in the 2010 Summer Olympics as a demonstration sport 
5.   Certify course and hold one event at our hill 
 
 The future of the club is now!   We have an opportunity to construct a first class course 
using our natural terrain and lift system.  This would open the club for full year accessibil-
ity and draw new members. 
 
 I am excited to be part of expanding our club into new areas and feel we will be well rewarded in return.  Please no on 
over 50 need apply.  Contact Jim D for more information. 


